Lessonplan to kick off a project on "fake news"
with enquiry-based learning and the creation of a media output
Lesson 1 (1 lesson = 50 min)
30 min

Gathering students' connotations of the word "fake news"
Before diving deep into the topic of "fake news" it is important to get an idea of how
students perceive the topic and which knowledge they already have.
We suggest to choose one of the following two simple activities:
Option 1: Brainstorming with moderation cards
- Hand out moderation cards to your students and give them 3-5 minutes to write down some
keywords (1 per moderation card)
- Let students present their ideas in front of the other students and cluster the keywords on
the blackboard or a pinboard

Option 2: Scrabble
- Write down the word "fake news" vertically twice on the blackboard (apart from each other)
or two flipcharts
- Divide the students into two groups
- With your signal students should (one after the other, both groups at the same time) find
terms that they can attach to one of the letters in the word "fake news" and that are related
to the topic. If they have found one, they should write it down at the suitable position on the
blackboard/flipchart.
- The group who has found a term for each letter and has "completed" the scrabble first wins.
Further activity option 1 & 2:
- Depending on your students' level, different aspects of the topic will be written down. Based
on the gathered ideas try to work on a definition together with your students.
 For this purpose have a look into chapter 1 and 2 of the Digital Resistance handbook!
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20 min

"Fake News" Quiz
To test students' awareness and point out the importance of the topic,
let them do a quiz or take a quiz together.
Option 1: Create a quiz on your own with the help of Kahoot.
Kahoot is a simple tool that allows you to create a quiz. With the help of a code, your students
can enter the quiz on their devices and participate.
More information on how to use Kahoot can be found at
https://support.kahoot.com/hc/en-us/articles/360011948994-Starter-kit-video-tutorials
More information on how to create a Kahoot can be found at
https://support.kahoot.com/hc/en-us/sections/115000152068-Creating-kahoots
Option 2: Use an already existing quiz.
On the internet you can find different "fake news" quizzes (f.e. from Buzzfeed in English or SRF
in German,...). Try to find an already existing quiz in your mother tongue that suits your
students' level.

Lesson 2
Work in Groups: How can I verify information?
- Divide the students into groups of 3 or 4 people.
- Hand out a poster to the group.
- Students should now brainstorm together how to check, if a piece of information is trustworthy or not.
Relevant questions that could help them in their discussion:
* What should I be mindful of, when I read a piece of news on a website?
* How could I find out if the content is correct or not?
* What should the website look like to be a trustful source?
* Where and how can I check fotos and/or videos?
- Students should document the outcomes of their discussion/brainstorming on the poster.
- Let them present their posters in front of the whole class and summarize the most important points.
 For this purpose have a look into chapter 2 of the Digital Resistance handbook and the aditional
material available in the other languages!
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Lesson 3
Presentation of possible research topics and start of research
Depending on (1) your students' level, (2) your subject, (3) your and your students' interests as well as
the amount of time available, there are two possibilities to progress:
Option 1 (beginner level):
- Find several examples for "fake news" that you consider relevant and suitable for your students OR let
students find examples for "fake news".
- Briefly present/let students present the examples in class.
- In a next step students conduct in depth research on their respective "fake news" item,
answering the following questions:
* Does the source appear trustworthy? Why yes/why no?
* What is "fake" about the news item?
* Can you provide evidence?
* Who has shared the item? Are there political/financial motives behind it? If yes, which motives?
* Has the dissemination of this information led to wider real world events?
 For further clarification of the work process, please have a look into chapter 3 of the Digital
Resistance handbook!
Option 2 (higher level, possibly requires a greater number of lessons):
- Find subtopics that are related to "fake news" and could be suitable for research in groups.
Such topics could include "detecting fake news", "conspiracy theories", "audiovisual manipulation",
"consequences of fake news", "history of fake news", "emergence and spread of fake news", "counter
measures", "journalism and fake news"
 Detailed information on the mentioned topics can also be found in chapter 1 of the Digital Resistance
handbook!
- If you are planning a longer project, you can present the topics in depth. Otherwise let students group
together according to their interests.
 If you would like to spend a lesson on a specific topic of the above mentioned, have a look into the
other lessonplans to find suitable activities!
- As a help to start their research, prepare a list of links to articles/videos/etc. that will give them some
guidance.
 If you intend to teach in German, please have a look into the document "Linksammlung", compiled
by the Austrian partner. It includes background information on the above mentioned topics for teachers
but also includes lists of links for the respective topic that can be printed and handed out to the
students.
- After deciding for a topic and preliminary research, your students should come up with a detailed
question for research. To assist them, as a homework, they can be asked to compile a "research
proposal".
 Check the additional documents to find a template that you can hand out to your students.
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Conducting research - tipps for students (and teachers)
- perform preliminary background research and focus on gathering of information (including all types of
online media formats).
- contact experts, journalists, politicians or scientists and focus on gathering opinions and perspectives.
- do in-depth research with focus on verification using high standard sources, like news articles, academic
papers journals, books, peer-reviewed journals, government agency statistics or other non-partisan
statistical sources.
- check their sources. Social media can be helpful to find a research object and get information on the
context. This method is even used by professional journalists. However, this type of research always has
to be connected to a detailed check of the sources that were used.

Lessons 4 & 5
100 min Keeping in mind the tipps for research mentioned above, students should be given enough
time to be able to really conduct in-depth research on their topic/case. At least two lessons
should be calculated for this task.
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Lesson 6 & 7
50 min

Creating a media output - choosing a suitable way for presenting the research findings
Creating a media output with the findings your students gathered is an adequate activity to
foster their skills in terms of digital content creation but also in terms of media and
information literacy, since they have to reflect their own role as producers (and not only
consumers).
Again: Depending on your students' level and time available, different formats could be
chosen: A podcast, videos, comics, etc.
 To get an idea of how the different formats can be used and to find out more about
possible advantages and disadvantages related to their usage, check chapter 4 of the Digital
Resistance handbook!
Option 1:
- If you already know that you have limited time available, try to come up with a media format
that seems to be suitable to you and present the idea to your students in class.
Option 2:
- If you have several hours or a project week where students can continue to work on the
project, then you can let them decide for themselves which kind of media format they would
like to use. You can still come up with a limitation and suggest f.e. three different types of
media format that they can choose from and that you as a teacher feel comfortable with.
- Give them some time to brainstorm and/or present the findings/media formats in class.

50 min

Bringing Research and Media Output together
Creating a media output can be a rather challenging task for students and teachers alike. In
the first place it is important that students are given time to think of how their findings can be
presented in an interesting way within the medium chosen.
- Give them time for brainstorming and discussion within their respective groups again.
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Lesson 8 - 10/12
Depending on the chosen media format, enough hours should be given to students, to be able to
produce their media output. Also consider to give an assignment for homework to limit the time needed
in class.
 For examples and further guidance, please refer to the handbook and the project's website!
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