Lessonplan addition
fake news now and then - fake news in history (higher level)
Accounts throughout history show that “fake news” or propaganda had an impact on people's
individual lives and whole societies. Yet, what has changed compared to historical examples is the vast
amount of mis- and disinforming content and its quick and far-reaching spread online, mostly through
Social Media channels. This lessonplan is designed to shed a light on historical and recent fake news
items and to discuss with your students similarities and differences.

1-2 lessons required (1 lesson = 50 min)
Think-Pair-Share: Comparing "old" and "new" fake news
- Provide each student with an example of "old" and "new" fake news, whereby half of the students
should be provided with old examples and the other half with new ones.
- Depending on your students' level and available time, either provide them with more detailed
information (f.e. fake news article + explanation about the article from a fact-checking website) or just
hand out the article itself to the students and let them do research on their own.
- After every student on his or her own (THINK) has read through their example and gathered more
information about the context, let them get together in pairs (PAIR).
- Now they should present their findings to each other in a way that they are capable of explaining the
other student's example to the rest of the class.
- In a next step two pairs (= 4 students) should form groups (SQUARE). Every student should present the
findings of his partner (from the step before) to the whole group.
- When the groups have finished presenting to each other, they should discuss the following questions:
* What do the fake news have in common and what sets them apart?
* Are there differences between the old and new ones - especially concerning ...
... the channels through which they are spread?
... the motives that lie behind their spread?
... the consequences the news have/had?
... their outreach?
- As a final step, the groups should present their findings in class (SHARE).
For a collection of relevant historical events have a look into the publication “A short guide to the
history of fake news and disinformation” by Julie Posetti and Alice Matthews that is available for free
through icfg.org → resources or check the additional resources on www.digi-res.eu!
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