Lessonplan addition
"fake news" and journalism (higher level)
Lately, the term "fake news" has not only been used to describe the intentional spread of
disinformation, but is also used to discredit the work of professional journalists. But journalism plays a
vital role in a democratic society. It therefore makes sense to spend some time with your students
discussing basic principles in relation to journalism and the impact the internet/social media has, in
order to shed a light on the work of journalists and to demask "fake news" accusations.

Lesson 1 (1 lesson = 50 min)
Activity: Discussion
As a starting point you could ask the following questions:
- How is digitisation/the Internet changing the media landscape?
- What role do social media play for information in our daily lives?
- What are the ethical principles that guide journalists in their work?
- What distinguishes the opinion of a blogger from that of a serious news coverage?
- How do I check information for credibility? What should I pay attention to?
Option 1: Discuss those questions right away with the whole class.
Option 2: Form groups according to the number of questions you have (3-4 students per group would be
adequate) and hand out a poster to them. They should brainstorm together and write down their main
thoughts for presentation in front of the whole class.
 For background knowledge have a look into chapter 1 of the Digital Resistance handbook and the
aditional material available in the other languages!
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Lesson 2 (+3)

Research: Finding out more about media ethics
Ideally, professional journalists adhere to certain standards of quality. Media ethics play an important
role in safeguarding those quality standards.
At accountablejournalism.org the Reynolds Journalism Institute and the Ethical Journalism Network are
gathering codes of ethics for journalism from around the world that are freely accessible and can serve as
a resource to discuss the topic at hand.
Option 1 (for 1 lesson):
- Browse through the different codes of ethics available at accountablejournalism.org and choose a
number of examples. The number of chosen examples should at least equal the number of student
groups you have in your class (as already pointed out, we consider 3-4 students to be a productive group
size).
- In class form groups (as mentioned above) and hand out one example to each group.
Option 2 (for 2 lessons):
- Let students do research on accountablejournalism.org and make them choose one of the listed codes
of ethics.
Continuation Option 1 and 2:
- The groups should have a look at their code of ethics and answer the following questions:
* What are the main points in terms of the code's content?
* Who has set up this code and where is it applicable?
* Is it compulsory or rather a guideline?
* What seem to be the most important points mentioned in the code according to the group members
and why?
* What surprised them in terms of content?
- Afterwards let them present their codes of ethics in front of the class. If you prefer another setting you
could pair two groups and let them compare their codes of ethics to see what they might have in
common.
- Summarize and comment on the main points that your students mentioned according to the following
questions:
* Why do codes of ethics exist? What is their purpose?
* Who is responsible for those codes?
- Additonally you could discuss the role of social media with your students: Some actors have called for a
self-regulating body (most of the above mentioned codes are applied on the basis of selfregulation) for
Social Media companies to combat hate speech and the spread of disinformation: What do your students
think?
* Should there be such a body or should other actors (f.e. the state) be responsible?
* What are the pros and cons?
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